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Character Analysis in Romeo and Juliet
[bookmark: _GoBack]Literary works are always interesting and captivating. When we read most literary works, we often get glued to the characters: imagined or real. As readers, we understand the characters better as we see the characters go through a multitude of situations. Ideally, it will be unrealistic to see all characters in a play stay in the same state from the beginning to the end. (Igartua 348). Characters need to change in natural ways that relate to the story. In that regard, they better themselves and see things from different perspectives. Such characters are termed round or dynamic characters. Nonetheless, the static or flat characters in a play do not undergo such changes (Igartua 350).  Shakespeare presents the character's thoughts, opinions, and experiences that shape their current situation in the play Romeo and Juliet. Juliet is a character that changes the most because she undergoes major emotional transformation after being faced with several decisions to make.  
 In the play, Juliet changes the most. Juliet undergoes an emotional transformation from a timid and naïve adolescent into a bold adult. In the first scene of the play, we encounter Juliet admitting to loving on the condition that the parents are pleased with her decision. Her decisions at the beginning of the text are considered to be childish. She is so naïve and immature to the extent of failing to make a rational decision on her own. Later in the text, Juliet meets Romeo and gets more assertive concerning the path of her life. Capulet, in Act III, threatens her with public shame and disinheritance to marry Paris (Levenson and William Shakespeare 110). However, Juliet fails to submit to such threats and goes against her father's will. She goes ahead and professes her love for Romeo. This transformation is indeed a remarkable one that gives a good sense of the play's dramatic transformation.
Again, Juliet makes a major transition of being a strong, loyal, witty, and loving person in her marriage. Juliet makes several critical decisions throughout the play. Having fallen in love with Rome, she gets shunned by her family. Nonetheless, she remains firm in her decision. She is so resolute to the extent of accepting to die for marrying Romeo. Her assertions: “if all else fail, myself have the power to die" (Levenson and William Shakespeare 244) show her heightened affectionate feelings for Romeo. Therefore, Juliet's major transformation throughout the play leads to the advancement of the plot to the climax and makes her emerge as the tragic heroine.
Nevertheless, the possible counterclaim of the above arguments can be that Romeo can as well be considered to have undergone a major change. As Levenson and William Shakespeare suggest, love has made Romeo change (115). He has transformed from being a fighter to a lover. After the death of Mercutio, he opts for revenge. He kills Juliet's cousin because of love, which makes him seen as a fool. He calls himself a fortune's fool for finding Juliet and not having been killed. This is a great chance that depicts Romeo to have become a fool for love, thus building on the theme of love. In a rebuttal to the above counterargument, it can be argued that even though Romeo is also seen as a changing character, Juliet experiences a lot of issues in life that transform her, unlike Romeo. For instance, Juliet experiences aspects such as getting married, falling in love, and being shunned by the family. All of these experiences make her more vulnerable to change, unlike Romeo, who did not encounter a lot of challenges in life. 
In a nutshell, this essay depicts that Juliet changes the most as compared to Romeo. Character development makes these individuals adapt to the storyline. In Romeo and Juliet, both characters transform. Much transformation is thus seen in Juliet as she emerges as the tragic heroine in the play. Therefore, character change does not require much. The transformation has to be natural in relation to the story, thus leading to a better plot. 
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